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ABSTRACT

Thou art the Great Cat, the avenger of the godd, the judge of words, and the president of the reage chiefs, and the
governor of the Holy Circle; thou art indeed thee@t Cat*

The most well-groomed and favourite domestic animahdoubtedly the cat, the friend of the lonebman. The
female gender is expected to be domesticated. Natphks about grooming a member of the male geéadeake him fit
for the home. A cat that is not friendly and homislynever picked and provided; it must cater to ogeds and be
necessarily cute and endearing to enjoy the pgate A wild cat and an “unconforming” woman are eewaccepted
home. Thus, cat and woman share a similar fataigeeM. Driscoll, a social psychologist, count eatthe indicators of
human cultural adolescence: they entered humanreqme when people were making the difficult tréiasifrom hunting

and gathering to settled communities engaging thinsentary agriculture.
KEYWORDS:Gender Polarity, Women, Felines
INTRODUCTION

Cat, a popular feline animal,occupies a very pr@mirposition in the myths and popular culture Vasicultures and
religions attributed certain characteristic feasuie cats which helped them to make a mark in istty of civilizations.

Cats, an important breed of pets are mostly paetias the companions in solitude of women, espectiad “abandoned”
women. Like woman, a cat, is counted as loyal aret eonforming. The marital fidelity of woman isterfi equated to the
loyalty of cats, which once befriend a family neveave the house, and are known for their abilitynavigate across
continents to rejoin their owners. Cat and womame&dogether in social codes as in cat-walk, cditfigat-calls, and so
on referring to the female gender. Various cultgralctices and beliefs bring in several such furefgtal thoughts. A cat
totem is believed to encourage agility where #dsepted: in order to ward off negative energy, meed only to place a
cat on the lap or keep it as a pet to realign trexgy field and restore the inner balance. We Isawdar beliefs in India

pertaining to woman that God resides wherever woanarworshipped or revered.

Carl Jung, in his exploration of the Unconsciouscavered psychic patterns of mind at the deepestd. These
images found to be the same in all individuals Wwhiould be traced to religions and myths acrose imd space, came to

be termed the archetypes. Jung explains:

nscription on the Royal Tombs at Thebes.
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Whereas the personal unconscious consists for th& part of “complexes”, the content of the coileet
unconscious is made up essentially of “archetyp&s& concept of the archetype, which is an indispble correlate of
the idea of the collective unconscious, indicates éxistence of definite forms in the psyche wtsekm to be present
always and everywhere. Mythological research daksn ‘motifs’; in the psychology of primitives theyorrespond to
Levy-Bruhl's concept of “representations collecsyeand in the field of comparative religion thegvie been defined by
Hubert and Mauss as ‘categories of the imaginatiomly thesis, then, is as follows: In addition tordmmediate
consciousness, which is of a thoroughly persontiraaand which we believe to be the only empirgsfche (even if we
tack on the personal unconscious as an appentiege texists a second psychic system of a collectinerersal, and

impersonal nature which is identical in all indivals. (Archetypes, 42-43)

The functioning of the cat's eyes with its X-raysiain, its unearthly wailings and acute hearing, plering
contentment with which it suckles its young ond® tiabolical cruelty that it exhibits with its greand its high
intelligence have given cats a certain archetypality. Similarly, the archetypal image of the ntagfeminine has been
in circulation through time and space. The cat af as the maternal feminine has been archetypag@s in cultural

expressions. Jung explains the characteristicsimiopdial images, which are archetypal:

The primordial image, or archetype, is a figure-itba daemon, a human being, or a process- thattaothy
recurs in the course of history and appears wherenaative fantasy is freely expressed. Essentidiigrefore, it is a
mythological figure. (...) In each of these imagearthis a little piece of human psychology and huffaé® a remnant of

the joys and sorrows that have been repeated essrttmes in our ancestral history. (Collected \Wp8&4)

According to Jung, myths arise from the universal anderlying collective unconscious, biologicaliyerited
and born anew in each individual and they reveainiind and character of a people. But psychoarsaéysfue that dreams
reflect the unconscious desires and anxieties @fintividuals and disclose the aspects of indivigheasonality, while
myths are the symbolic projections of a people’pd® values, fears and aspirations. As a mattéaadf both cat and
woman are associated with myth, lore, magic andtenysBiologically, cats have more rods in the matof their eyes
which enable them to see effectively in the dar&nntionally, darkness is associated with evil &ats. Thus,cat's
activity in the night makes it an ally to the word thesupernatural, peopled with witches and tieaft. In Yeats's
poem"The Cat and the Moon,” he calls cat the né&iasto the moon. There are also references taemdrded as the
child of the moon. For instance, Herodotus, thdearidGreek historian, observed that the she-catsddhe moon and its

glowing eyes in the dark were representations @ptiases of the moon.

The cat-moon association drawn into a broad analeigly the woman-moon association can be found @& th
myths of the Triple Goddess and Moon, where theehphases of the moon are regarded as mirroringhttee
incarnations in the life of a woman: maiden, motéed the crone of the Triple Goddess. The moonsmection to night
and the fears and superstitions are consideredeftection of the dark old crone who can foretedlath and therefore
feared and respected. This connection is furthemebed to the studies conducted which show thatniestruation cycle
of women is affected by the lunar calendar. Thius,dat-moon-woman analogy comes to a full circlgtHdlogically and
anthropologically, cats, regarded as a symbol dfifigity, sensuality and sexuality, occupied a yléihage in many
cultures and civilizations. For instance, cat wasoaiated with the demon of lust and the King ofrides, Asmodeus,

responsible for manipulating people’s sexual desii#own the ages, cat was worshipped as a godde$sared as an

| NAAS Rating: 3.10 — Articles can be sentdditor@impactjournals.us |




| Cat and Woman: A Case of Gender Polarity 43

agent of the devil, sacrificed to evil spirits dnecished for its powers of healing. The fortunesttaf cat fluctuated

throughout history and similarly the position ofwen also saw ups and down.

Equations between cat and woman can be found ér athtances as well: both are being linked to pedsy and
reproductivity. A ninth century proverb reads tifad cat washes its face and ears, it will rain aaith causes seeds to
sprout and leads to eventual abundance. In Ind&,ilktreatment of women is strongly despised iedi¢ scriptures;
similarly, an Irish belief proclaims that to killaat would bring seventeen years of bad luck. Theeealso other sayings:
beware of people who dislike the cats; the dogiisafman and the cat for a woman; a good wife agoaa cat are best at
home; and so on. In Egypt, the cats first achighedranks of Totem and then entered the panthetimedEgyptian gods.
Egyptian word for cat is Mau which means who seed Ba, the God of Sun, who killed the God of Nighéry morning
was represented as feline. Mafdet was the Egygéhme goddess of justice and execution and she depicted as a
woman with the head of a feline. She was oftenasgmted in art as either a woman with a feline tadce versa and
sometimes with braided hair, which ended in this taf scorpions. It was said that she ripped oethbarts of the wrong
doers and delivered them to the Pharaoh’s feetiramaner similar to how the domestic cats preseopleewith rodents or
birds that they have killed or maimed. Goddess Besstumed to be the guardian of the sacred tempkealso a symbol
of femininity and the goddess of love and fertilitygd the protector of harvests. Cats were embalmégypt, when they

died and thousands of mummies were later excavated.

The Greek Goddess Artemis, sister of Apollo, walebed to have created the cat. In Germania, the ca
accompanied the goddess of beauty and love, Freéfiterm means lady and she is the mistress oifcraag her system
of magic is called Sejdh which is very similar ttamanism and involves trance. Her personal trabgpar magnificent
chariot drawn by two large grey cats. She was tlie ®f Odin, and she shared his wisdom and foresighe protected
men’s marriage and made them fruitful. She is oitiemtified with Gefjon, the Giver, who was a Gosdglef fertility. Her
sister Hel, from whose name we get the English wealtl rules the underworld and is symbolized ie image of a cat.
The sacred Siamese legend states that when a ®i&mgsdied, his soul would pass on to a Siameswisizh then would
be present at the time of the coronation of theeeding king. In Japan, at the time of the empétidijo, cats were
ordered to be pampered. They also believe in thenig of the Beckoning Cat, ManekiNeko, who savedith of a feudal
lord and became an incarnation of the Goddess atwldBodhisattva. There are dozens of statues isf aat in the

Gotuku-ji temple and believe to beacon in healthalth, happiness and harmony.

For the Arabs, unlike the dogs, the cats have a gpirit. During the seventh century there wascthrecept of the
Golden Cat, which was worshipped in Arabia. Profiehammad(PBUH) is believed to have domesticatedtanamed
Muezza. There is a legend which states that heectwosut his clothes rather than to disturb thewhich was sleeping on
his sleeves. In Islam, cats are not consideredaagsnor impure and hence are permitted to be &aeppbme. There is a
reported saying of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) thabenan entered hell because of a cat which she peavhich was

neither fed nor let loose to feed upon the verniithe Earth.

There is no direct mention of cats in the BibleisTih because the Israelites distrusted everythgspciated with
the Egyptians who ruled over them. Hence they h#tedcats, which were held in high esteem by thgpEans. In
Christianity, the basic nature of cat is definedeai$ or beast like, and cats are often put togettith Satan, the original

serpent and the great dragon. Under Christianibglever is to guard himself from idols and is petmitted to worship
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any other god, and thus the worship of cats weomgly despised. The church attributed strangeeanigoowers to the cat
in order to destroy the Egyptian myths and the foahpagan worship associated with this feline ahiffhere is also the
story about how God created the cat to save thé'Sdak which was in danger due to the devil's mewughich was set to
destroy all life in the Ark by gnawing a hole intolt is widely believed that the Manx cat lost tail when it was boarding

the Noah'’s Ark and the door closed on its tail.

During the time of Buddha, the cat became a syrabplrity and worked as an intercessor between Baduhd
his followers. Cats are seen at the feet of somies of Buddha. Hippolyte Taine has observedttmigh he studied
many philosophers and cats, the wisdom of catsfisiely more superior. There is a Celtic belieat the cats’ eyes are
windows through which human beings can explore rareri world. Thus, in various cultures like Egyptidbreek,
Siamese, and in countries like Japan and India,relgions like Islam, Christianity and so on, @osssociation can be

inferred between cat and woman.

According to the cosmological theories of the Shpltanas, the Great Goddess, as Adi Shakti or penggy,
created Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva from her own Béalying divided her own self into three parts, sleefqrmed a
cosmic dance with them as a result of which thevense and life came into existence. Saktas sthgsShiva without
Shakti is only a corpse and it is mother’s enetmpt transforms the corpse and provides life. Adiksihput herself into
different gradations; first gradation as Saraswatkshmi, etc; second gradation as Tulsi, Shashéietl third gradation as
the the gramadevatas or village deities. ShasHtidia,is the Goddess of married women and is ther@nd guardian of
children. She is represented as a golden complegimmman with a child in her arms riding on a ¢at hence no Hindu

woman would ever injure a cat lest she should aofftis Goddess and be made to suffer for it.

The female divine from the prehistoric times steitther for sustenance and fertility or for destiactand death
in India. Most of the Hindu vaishnavites dependgmd for salvation. As the mother cat cares for lihaby cat, the
worshippers surrender and the god(mother) protheisi(baby cats). Connected to this idea is the cmmdichotomy
between cat religions and monkey religions. In ldteer, as the mother monkey is not paying attentmthe baby, the
believers are on their own and for them god iswaa®of strength and love, which is available onilth the participation
of the individual. In Hinduism, the equation is mobvious in the goddess of Shashti, and thusntbminferred that cat,

woman and fertility are linked in belief systems.

In Shaktism, the highest place was accorded tdetimale principle and its basis was the primitiv@péical and
analogical belief in the equation of the earth withman as natural, connecting both to fertilitytid@en AD 1000 and
1300, a section of the followers of Kashmir Shaivisleveloped a peculiar monistic form of Shaktisnown as
Shaktyadvayavada, according to which the mater@ldnis the parinama or the consequence of Shakis was also
based on the equilibriumof Shiva andShakti,wheeel#tter was conceived as the essence of the foBmakti is often
called prakasha-vimarshamaya. Of the numerous mgsnof vimarsha one is vibration and the term wasedu
expressively in the case of Shakti while Shiva wiasalised as prakasha. If the example of a maisesl, prakasha is his
mental and intellectual faculties and the awareésksose faculties is the vimarsha. The first rieamng of the Goddess
as the Supreme Being occurs in the fifth century pubanic texDevimahatmyawhich means the Glorification of the

Goddess and contains the hymns of praise thatidrie popular use.
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During the middle ages, cats became an anathergariope. All over the globe, cats were looked dowthw
distrust. As cats are nocturnal and roam at nigéy tvere believed to be supernatural servants toches or even witches
themselves and hence hundreds of cats were Killlegl.classical stereotype of the witch was an oldao possibly with
green or grey skin wearing a pointed hat and atabllack with a broomstick for transportation andlack cat. After
serving Freyja for seven years the cats were leliéw be rewarded by turning into witches disguiaedlack cats. The
ears of the cats were cut in Germany; they wemxthifrom the top of the cathedrals in Belgium; @ats were walled up

as a measure to protect the house against thepinitk in France.

In 962 AD, in the northeastern French town of Méte, ceremony of Cat Wednesday was observedoretung
Wednesday of Lent when cats were burnt alive. Tihairv of one of the first important trials of Engh witches in 1566
was a white spotted cat called Sathan, which waeveel to be feeding on its mistress’s blood. THecial persecution
was initiated by Pope Gregory IX, which lasted fiext eight centuries and later Pope Innocent \é8ued another papal
bull in 1484 that condemned a witch’s cat and dedahat it was to be burned alive with her at &eecution. Thus,
during the Middle Ages, cats became symbols of @wil Satan. The English scholar, Gervase of Tillu@tialmperiala
referred to a popular belief: “...women have beemse®l wounded in the shape of cats by persons vene secretly on
the watch and... the next day the women have showm#sand loss of limbs” (Miller, 95). Thus, womerdacats were

often burnt together for crimes of witchcratft.

With the Age of Enlightenment, the feline returrtedthe grace. All elements connected to the witatiavere
demystified and cats became a symbol of cleanljnesgecially due to the fact that they spent longré cleaning
themselves. This was particularly important as #igjie was marked by a phobia of animals that weyarded as potential
carriers of diseases. The mass burning of catsletbto the proliferation of rats leading to thee@r Plague during the
Middle Ages. Women have also passed through siriktorical experiences of persecution: thoughiat revered like
goddesses, they have been subsequently despisedriaychy and religion. They were considered sewfdife and being
in religious imagination, but they lost their glows position by the male control of religions andisty. Patriarchy and
religions colluded to confine women to the domesgiace.

The maternal feminine is celebrated in variougielis as the source of life and fertility and issgly connected
to the reproductive cycle. It is particularly irgsting to view the images of goddesses at the thépkite at CatalHayuk

in Turkey. In this regardJames Mellaartcommented:

...as the only source of life she(woman) became &ssdcwith the processes of agriculture, with #hmihg and
nourishing of domesticated animals with the idehscrease, abundance and fertility. Hence a mtigivhich aimed at
exactly that same conversation of life in all isnfis, its propagation and the mysteries of its ritennected with life and
death, birth and resurrection were evidently paheo sphere rather than that of man. It seems ety likely that the cult of

the Goddess was administered mainly by women, iétlea presence of male priests was by no meariaded (36).

In the Paleolithic era, the status of idols ofteaggerated the sexual features portraying largasitsehips and
belly to emphasize fertility and potential mothestioln the Laussel cave in Dordogne, for instaageainting of the act of
childbirth was found which focus on the conceptnaither as creator. Many scholars thus suggesittiieatult of the
Mother Goddess existed in some form or other thmoug the ages. During the Indus Valley civilizatidar example,

pottery images of the goddesses were kept in alenesty house; but along with them, phallic objesytmbolizing the
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father or the male principle were also kept. Inrsewof time, however, the masculinised objects aghithe upper hand.
Later, with the prominence of the sexist religion®men were painted as a temptresses responsibtbefanistakes of
man. In the initial days of human settlement andinduthe ancient civilizations, cats and women tlargoyed
predominant places. But with the passage of timsykaversion of power dynamics occurred, and geedeggation and
gender bias drove women to the margins as theapettal strategies aimed at to portray women phijgjiecconomically,

socially and intellectually weak.

A close reading of myths, religions and varioustuwnall representations shows how the associatiocabfand
woman has been manipulated in the history to prateathhe patriarchal agenda. In contemporary titessymbol of cat
is appropriated to represent women especially puf@r culture and visual media, as part of a canscsexist agenda to
perpetuate the subordination of women and legitngginder oppression and commaodification of femaldybThus, in
the case of the tamed pet cat or the tamed and dmated woman, the objective is the amusement ei. iCats are
established as the symbol for femininity and femsdauality, especially due to their charming apaeee and timid
mannerisms in the presence of public. A cat alwagses away from the crowd and the patriarchal $p@gpects the
same from women. A deciphering of various repregenms of media and culture clearly reveals thah raed his
privileged gaze are authorized to deal with botts @d women in a manner exclusively satisfactorynien. The cat-
woman analogy is first suggested through culturatipctions to create a mindset and later extenalé¢aet public sphere to

legitimate the gender hegemony women have beenierping for ages.
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